
Summer Reading for Incoming 8th Graders! 
I hope that you have a restful, relaxing, and fun summer! During your summer, you will 

be tasked with reading some books and articles of your choice, to help you prepare for 

the 2020-2021 school year. There are two parts to your summer reading assignment: 

reading a novel, and reading about current events. 

 

Part 1: You must read a novel that is at least 300 pages in length. This book can be of 

any genre (subject) that you choose, but it must be a book that you have not read before. 

After reading, you are going to complete a one-page write-up on the book. Your write-up 

should have three paragraphs, and each paragraph should be 5 

or more sentences in length. 
 

Paragraph 1 should be a summary of your book. This should 

include the title and author of the book, the major characters, 

and an overview of the plot. 

 

Paragraph 2 should be about the theme of your book. This should include a theme 

statement that you come up with for the book (in the proper format — remember a 

theme statement is a complete sentence not a single word), and then explain that theme 

using at least two details from the text. These don’t have to be direct quotes, but it 

should reference specific things that happen in the text. 

 

Paragraph 3 should be a review of the book. This should include your opinion of the 

book with an explanation, and who you would recommend the book to/why? 

 

Your review may be typed, double-spaced, or written neatly on lined paper. 

 

Part 2: You must find and read 3 current events articles that have been published in a 

recent (sometime during the summer) online or hard-copy newspaper. Article 1 should 

be about local, Buffalo news; Article 2 should be about national, U.S. news; and Article 3 

should be about international news. For each article, you will write a one paragraph (5-6 

sentences) response that gives a summary of the article in your own words, and your 

personal response/opinion of the article. You will need to hand in both your responses 

and a copy of the articles you used. 

 

Your summer reading work should be compiled in a folder 

with your name on it. Bring your summer reading with you to 

your first day of ELA class next year. 

 

Have a great summer, and happy reading! 

 


